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Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth
Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth is a program of annual surveys of young people jointly
managed by ACER and the Commonwealth Department of Education, Training and Youth
Affairs.  The surveys focus on the education and labour market experiences of groups of young
Australians, beginning from their middle years of secondary schooling.  Data collected include
basic demographic variables, as well as information about educational and labour force
participation extending over a number of years.
The 1995 Year 9 Cohort (Y95)
In 1995, a nationally representative sample of approximately 13,000 Year 9 students was selected
to form the first cohort of the new Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth program.  The
sample was constructed by randomly selecting two Year 9 classes from a national sample of 300
schools designed to represent state and sector.  Reading and numeracy tests were administered to
students in their schools to provide information on early school achievement for use in later
analyses of educational and labour market participation.  Students also completed a background
questionnaire about their educational and vocational plans and attitudes to school.  In 1996 these
students provided information in response to a mailed questionnaire.  Information was also
obtained from their schools about curricula and organisation.  In 1997 members of the sample
were contacted in the first of the annual telephone interviews (conducted by AC Nielsen, then
Reark Research).  That questionnaire included questions on school; transitions from school; post
school education and training; work; job history; job search history; non-labour force activities;
health, living arrangements and finance; and general attitudes.  Subsequent surveys have asked
similar questions but with the emphasis changing over time from school, to post-school education
and training, and work .
The 1999 Telephone Survey
In 1999 the 1995 Year 9 sample consisted primarily of young people in the first year following the
completion of secondary school.  Therefore, the emphasis was on the transition from school.  The
section on school included questions on the certification these young people would have received
as a result of completing school.  Other areas that received particular attention in 1999 were job
training, life-long learning and volunteer work.  These topics were included in addition to the
areas on which information is sought annually (see above).
AC Nielsen conducted the 1999 telephone survey.  They approached a total of 9,663 panel
members and 8,783 were successfully interviewed, representing a response rate of 90.9%.  There
were 344 refusals, 223 were unable to be tracked, 178 were away and 133 were unable to be
interviewed for other reasons.  This technical report details the responses provided by cohort
members in 1999.
Dimensions of data set
Number of respondents: 8,783
Number of variables: 280
Method of data collection:
Telephone interviews
Data gathering staff
ACER staff: John Ainley, Nicole Fleming, Sue Fullarton, Stephen Lamb,
Mike Long, Phil McKenzie, Gary Marks, Julie Zubrinich
LSAY Steering Committee: The LSAY program operates under the direction of a Steering
Committee which sets overall policy and approves the analytical program.  The Committee
has 10 members representing national and state authorities concerned with education,
training, and employment in Australia.
LSAY Reference Group: The Reference Group, which comprises representatives from
DETYA and DEWRSB, advises ACER on priorities in the analytical program and survey
development.
Further information:
Australian Council for Educational Research
Private Bag 55
Camberwell  Vic  3124
Phone: 03 9277 5555
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&RGHERRN7KH/6$<<HDU6DPSOH:DYH 
V1363      C16. Institution
0LVVLQJ
,QVWLWXWLRQ'LJLWFRGH











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































V1518      H3. Live with parents
,Q\RXUSDUHQWVKRPH
6RPHZKHUHHOVH































































































































































V1539      H16. Government payments you or partner receive
0LVVLQJ
V1540      H16. Government payments you or partner receive
0LVVLQJ
&RGHERRN7KH/6$<<HDU6DPSOH:DYH 
V1541      H16. Government payments you or partner receive
0LVVLQJ
V1542      H16. Government payments you or partner receive
0LVVLQJ
































































































































































V1565      J3. Have you ever done St Johns Ambulance?
<HV
1R
V1566      J3. Have you ever done Lifeline or Youthline?
<HV
1R
V1567      J3. Have you ever done reading for the blind?
<HV
1R
V1568      J3. Have you ever done Church or Youth Group work?
<HV
1R
V1569      J3. Have you ever done home help for elderly or others?
<HV
1R
V1570      J3. Have you ever done coaching or other sport work?
<HV
1R
V1571      J3. Have you ever done volunteer child care?
<HV
1R
V1572      J3. Have you ever done other Volunteer work?
<HV
1R
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